preceding.
The disease was prevalent as usual throughout the province. The increase occurred during the year under report in the districts of Sibsagar (45, 212) , Lakhimpur (26, 222) , Khasi and Jaintia Hills (20, 480) , Garo Hills (17,030), Sadiya Frontier Tract (9, 143) and Manipur (5, 386 (14, 018) , Goalpara (7, 909) , Kamrup (4, 514) and Sibsagar (3, 419 
5,327
Altogether there was a slight decrease in the figure for 1936 when compared with those for 1934 Jvamrup (416) , Sylhet (346) , and Goalpara (257). The rate of increase in the population, i.e., the excess of birth rate over the death rate in the province, was 9.5 as compared with 7.7 in the previous year.
The decrease in the number of deaths was chiefly due to a comparatively less number of deaths from smallpox, plague and fevers under which death rates of 0.6, 0.08 and 17.6 were reported as against 0.8, 0.1 and 17.8.
The urban death rates for cholera, smallpox and fevers were lower than those of the rural areas. This The highest death rate in the districts of Orissa from these diseases is probably due to the climatic conditions and to a large extent is associated with the bad state of water-supply and defective sanitation in these districts. The major portion of the town of Puri received piped water-supply in October 1935 and it is expected that improvement in the water-supply will result in a decrease of the incidence of these diseases in that town. 
